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INSIDE
	 On	 Nov.	 17,	 the	 Farquhar	
College	 of	 Arts	 and	 Sciences,	
Office of Academic Advising 
hosted	the	Fall	2009	Majors	Fair	
on the first floor of the Don Taft 
University	Center.
	 Represented	at	the	fair	were	
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the	Fischler	School	of	Education	
and Human Services, the H. 
Wayne	 Huizenga	 School	 of	
Business	 and	 Entrepreneurship,	
the	 College	 of	 Allied	 Health	
and	 Nursing,	 and	 the	 Farquhar	
College	 of	 Arts	 and	 Sciences.	
The colleges and their divisions 
were	 divided	 by	 tables	 where	
professors	 and	 advisors	 talked	
to students about the majors and 
minors each college offered.
  Representatives from the 
Office of Career Development, 
Office of Academic Services, and 
the Travel Study Program from 
the	Farquhar	College	also	talked	
to	students	about	their	services.
 Albert Williams, assistant 
professor of finance and eco-
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Money 
Really 
Does Grow 
on Trees
	 One	 student	 collected	 45	
dollars	 and	 two	 others	 garnered	
50 dollars. They did not work 
for	 hours	 in	 the	 sun	 to	 harvest	
the	 cash,	 though,	 because	 on	
Nov. 17, the Office of Student 
Activities hosted the game show 
“Money Tree.”
 The show was hosted 
by	 Sean	 Carlin,	 an	 energetic	
comedian who kept the audience 
laughing and involved through-
out	 the	 night.	 Spectators	 were	
laughing before the game even 
started,	as	Carlin	joked	and	threw	
money at the audience, who 
jumped at the falling currency. 
	 Before	 the	 actual	 show	
started, Carlin gave money to 
the first person who handed him 
a	state	quarter,	the	person	with	a	
driver’s	license	issued	the	furthest	
from Florida and the person with 
the	biggest	tattoo.	
	 “It	was	cool	that	they	gave	
money away. They must have 
given out at least $140,” said 
Marcos Medina, senior finance 
major. “The guy was funny… 
the	jokes	were	good,	I	laughed	a	
couple of times.”
 The “Money Tree” was 
composed of three competitions. 
It	 was	 all	 about	 skill,	 however,	
there	 was	 no	 trivia,	 because	 as	
Carlin	said,	“First,	trivia	is	boring	
and	 second,	 you	 have	 to	 know	
the	 answers	 to	 the	 questions	
you’re	asking,	and	I	don’t	know	
nothin’.”
 The first game was sports, 
beginning	 with	 basketball,	 then	
boxing and finally “tennis with 
baseballs.” The four initial par-
ticipants	 had	 to	 shoot	 a	 ball	
into a basket, jump rope and 
bounce	 a	 baseball	 off	 a	 tennis	
racket for each segment. At the 
Majors, Minors and 
Everything in Between
 NSU was awarded a Cam-
pus Suicide and Violence Preven-
tion	Grant	of	$300,000	for	 three	
to	assist	the	students	in	their	good	
and their bad times, just like 
in a marriage contract,” stated 
Shiri Saji, freshman business 
administration and exercise sci-
ence major. 
years. This grant was given by 
the	Substance	Abuse	and	Mental	
Health Administration in support 
of NSU’s fight against suicide 
and	violence.	
	 “NSU	has	the	responsibility	
Features
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Radio X is There 
For You
From left to right: Gail Levine, assistant director of  academic services, Lisa Walther-Austin, director of  academic services, and Teshie 
Herbert, coordinator of  main campus tutoring.
Courtesy of www.psychiatry.emory.edu
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ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR 
Benne Constant, senior biology major, 
celebrates winning the first round. The 
three round winners got 20 seconds to 
pick as much money as they could from 
the money tree.
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 The grant will allow the 
suicide	 and	 violence	 prevention	
team to do just that through 
the establishment of a human 
safety network amongst the 
NSU community. This safety 
network	 will	 provide	 students	
with	 suicide	 prevention	 training	
detailing	warning	 signs	 and	will	
demonstrate how students con-
sidering	 suicide	 can	 be	 assisted.	
Information regarding the long-
term mental-health resources 
available to them will also 
be	provided.	
 This program intends to
reach as many students as 
possible.	According	to	the	Florida	
Vital Statistics annual report, sui-
cide	is	the	third	leading	cause	of	
death	for	youth	between	the	ages	
of	15	and	24.	 “It	 is	 a	 tragedy	at	
any age,” said Thomas J. Fagan, 
Ph.D., clinical psychologist and 
director	of	 the	Farquhar	College	
of Arts and Sciences, Division of 
Social	 and	 Behavioral	 Sciences.	
“There are no second chances 
with	 preventing	 suicide.	 Being	
informed of its possible symp-
toms and daring to intervene can 
dictate	 the	 borderline	 between	 a	
person’s life and death.”  
 As a way of informing 
the community of these factors, 
a crisis prevention committee 
directed by President Ray 
Ferrero, Jr. was formed in 2004. 
This committee was established 
with	 the	 intention	 of	 creating	
strategies to prevent both vio-
lence	and	suicide	within	the	NSU	
community. 
 The Office of Suicide and 
Violence Prevention is another 
example of NSU’s efforts to 
combat suicide and violence on 
campus. This office was created
in 2007 to support crisis pre-
vention	efforts	with	a	direct	focus	
on	suicide.	
 The latest instance of 
NSU’s undertakings in this fight 
is the “Walk to Prevent Suicide,” 
which	took	place	on	Nov.	22.			
 “The suicide and violence 
prevention	 endeavor	 at	 NSU	
offers	 great	 options	 for	 student	
alertness,” stated Jessica Garcia-
Brown, J.D., LL.M., assistant 
professor	 and	 coordinator	of	 the	
Division of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences. “Due to the level of 
interaction	 between	 the	 faculty	
and	the	students,	sharing	suicide	
prevention	 training	 with	 the	
SUICIDE AND VIOLENCE from 1
faculty will help tremendously 
in expanding the suicide aware-
ness network.” 
 The grant will be admin-
istered by the Office of Suicide 
and Violence Prevention with 
Douglas Flemons, Ph.D., director 
of	NSU	Student	Counseling,	and	
Scott Poland, Ed. D, coordinator 
of the Office of Suicide and 
Violence Prevention, officiating 
as co-directors of the grant. Along 
with them will be Erin Procacci, 
Ph.D., adjunct faculty member at 
NSU’s Center for Psychological 
Studies,	as	the	grant	coordinator.	
 The co-directors of the grant 
envision	 working	 closely	 with	
various	NSU	divisions	such	as	the	
Center for Psychological Studies, 
the	 Institute	 of	 Child’s	 Health	
Policy, the Fischler School of 
Education and Human Services, 
the Office of Student Disability 
Services, NSU’s Digital Media 
Productions and the Innovation 
Zone.
 For more information re-
garding	 the	 grant,	 contact	 the	
Office of Suicide and Violence 
Prevention, at (954) 262-2734 
or	 visit	 www.nova.edu/suicide
prevention/aboutus.html.
 James Howell, M.D., M.P.H.,
professor	 of	 public	 health	 and	
chair of the Department of Rural 
Medicine	 at	 NSU’s	 College	 of	
Osteopathic	 Medicine,	 received	
the Lifetime Achievement Award 
at	 the	 South	 Florida	 Business	
Journal’s Excellence in Health 
Care Awards ceremony on Oct. 22. 
As he humbly accepted the award 
Howell	 stated,	 “I	 appreciate	 the	
personal	 recognition,	 but,	 even	
more, I appreciate the business 
community’s recognition of the 
importance of health care in a 
successful society.”
	 Howell	 was	 awarded	 for	
his over 40 years of exemplary 
service	to	the	public	health	arena	
in areas ranging from executive 
decision-making and policy dev-
elopment to strategic business 
planning	and	legislative	relations.	
Throughout life, Howell kept an 
encouraging	entourage	that	were	
both “competitive and mutually 
supportive,	 characteristics	 that	
brought out the best in all of us,” 
Howell	said.		
 Howell’s accomplishments 
did not come easy. While he was 
attending	 the	Harvard	School	of	
Public Health, he was raising 
children	 with	 his	 wife.	 “I	 was	
blessed with a supportive family 
and	 was	 fortunate	 to	 have	 had	
many inspiring, knowledgeable 
teachers	 and	 professors	 who	
challenged me to set high goals 
while thinking outside the box,” 
he	said.
 As a professor in the medical 
field, Howell has life experience 
to	 offer	 students	 aspiring	 to	
complete medical school. “Never 
allow complacency and never cut 
corners,	whether	 as	 a	 student	 or	
as a practicing professional. Dare 
to be a leader, a change agent,” 
said	Howell.	
	 Although	 this	 award	 was	
a big achievement for Howell, 
he	 does	 not	 consider	 it	 his	 only	
one. “The biggest achievements 
are	those	that	provide	the	longest	
lasting benefit to the largest 
number of people. It takes a team 
of	dedicated	health	 advocates	 to	
accomplish big things,” stated 
Howell. “Important things I 
was able to accomplish include 
creating the Florida Department 
of Health as a department that 
is	 solely	 dedicated	 to	 health	
concerns.”
 Howell’s thoughts were al-
ways	on	those	he	wanted	to	help,	
reminding medical students to 
“Focus	on	ways	to	help	children	
be	 healthy,	 well	 educated	 and	
happy	is	a	good	place	to	start.	If	
you	want	 to	succeed	you	cannot	
be	 afraid	 to	 fail.	One	never	will	
hit a home run if one is afraid of 
striking out.” 
NSU Professor Wins 
Lifetime Achievement Award
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
“I appreciate the personal 
recognition, but, even more, 
I appreciate the business 
community’s recognition of 
the importance of health care 
in a successful society.”
- James Howell
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nomics, said, “Right now the 
issue of finding a major should 
be	 based	 on	 your	 passion	 and	
not	 necessarily	 on	 looking	 for	 a	
job	 because	 if	 you	 follow	 your	
passion,	the	job	will	follow.		Your	
future	 depends	 on	 where	 your	
heart	 is,	 and	 your	 contribution	
to	 society	 will	 depend	 on	 what	
will excite you … for the rest of 
your life.”
	 Andrea	 Shaw,	 professor	
of English, expressed a similar 
sentiment.  “You need to think 
about	 what	 you	 really	 love	 and	
what	 you	 feel	 passionate	 about,	
and there are ways to maneuver 
the	interests	that	you	have	in	the	
jobs that pay well.”  Shaw said 
that fields like philosophy, history 
and	English	“do	an	excellent	job	
of	just	preparing	critical	thinkers	
who are smart and insightful and 
who have strong analytical minds, 
and those minds are prerequisites 
in so many different jobs.”
	 Ricardo	 Carrera,	 professor	
of mathematics, said that he 
recommends that every student 
take a mathematics class to see 
if it interests them.  Carrera said 
that	 students	who	 lack	 exposure	
to mathematics’ variety of 
applications may not get the 
chance	 to	 develop	 abilities	 they	
might have in that area.
 Jonathan Clerge, freshman 
of undecided major said that the 
fair helped him to think about 
his major.  “It’s just basically 
broadened my horizon on what 
majors I can decide to choose.”
 Kelsey Cortez, freshman 
English major, found out about 
the Travel Study Program at the 
fair.	 	 “I	 saw	 the	 study	 abroad	
table,	and	I	realized	I	could	pick	
some classes out of the country, 
and that might be something I’m 
interested in.”  She added, “They 
offer a lot more programs [then] I 
thought they did.”
 Nick Wallner, graduate stu-
dent majoring in entrepreneur-
ship,	 said	 that	 students	 who	
haven’t decided on their major 
should come to fairs like these 
and	“exploring	all	the	alternatives	
out there.”
 The Farquhar College’s 
Office of Academic Advising, 
located	 in	 Suite	 300	 of	 the	
Mailman-Hollywood Building, 
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can be contacted at (954) 262-
7990.
 The Fischler School’s Office 
of Academic Advising is located 
on the fourth floor of the Carl 
DeSantis Building.  Their number 
is (954) 262-7900.
 The Huizenga School’s Of-
fice of Academic Advising is 
located in Room 1115 of the 
DeSantis Buildling and can be 
contacted at (954) 262-5067. 
No Room for 
International 
Students
SERENA MANN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
 The Nova Southeastern 
University	International	Students	
Association (NISA) held a Sports 
Night at the Don Taft University 
Center	on	Nov.	18	in	celebration	
of	 International	 Students	 Week.	
 Approximately 30 to 40 stu-
dents	 were	 in	 attendance,	 but
NISA president, Diana Karpowitz
wonders if more students would
have	 attended	 if	 NISA	 was	 not	
forced	 to	 change	 their	 location	
from the second floor of the 
RecPlex to the outdoor basket-
ball	courts.	
	 “I	 caught	 a	 lot	 of	 people	
going to the second floor and tried 
to inform international students 
about the change through word-
of-mouth, but we didn’t have 
time, really. Our event was 
supposed to start at 6 p.m., and 
that’s	 when	 we	 found	 out	 the	
space was not available.” 
	 “I	 booked	 the	 space	 a	
month in advance,” said Ronald 
Mabunga,	 graduate	 assistant	 for	
NISA. “From what the RecPlex 
explained to me, the staff at the 
RecPlex did not reserve the space 
for the intramural volleyball 
finals in the computer system, 
and	 so	 the	 courts	 were	 double	
booked. It is the finals, I guess, 
so	both	courts	were	needed.	If	we	
had	 known	 about	 that	 the	 space	
was	 not	 available,	 I	 could	 have	
reserved the other gym courts 
or	 at	 least	 found	 another	 space.	
The RecPlex was very apologetic 
which	 was	 nice,	 but	 they	 really	
need to address this problem.”
	 NISA	students	relocated	the	
event	 to	 the	 outdoor	 basketball	
courts	 that	 are	 situated	 behind	
the RecPlex. A variety of games 
were played including basket-
ball, badminton, noodle wrestling 
and more. 
 “It’s a well-organized event,”
said Amrinder Singh Hira, inter-
national student from India and
a	 student	 who	 is	 pursuing	 a	
masters in finance. “It’s a lot of 
fun to play the games. There’s 
international music, good people. 
fun games. The only thing that I 
was	 inconvenienced	 by	 was	 the	
venue	change.	I	didn’t	know	that	
the	event	was	relocated.	It’s	silly	
that the RecPlex can’t keep track 
of	 reservations	 —	 what’s	 the	
point of even making a reserva-
tion then?”
 “The location change was
a disappointment,” added Karpowitz, 
“but	 we	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 fun	 in	
the end.” 
 The RecPlex staff provided 
no comment. 
Photo by K. Moros
Freshman Jonathan Clerge visits the Farquhar College table to discuss the possible 
majors and minors available to students.
www.nsucurrent.comNovember 24, 2009 News4
Are you a communication studies 
major? Are you considering a career 
in journalism? Then come gain some 
hands-on experience at The Current!
If you would like to write for The 
Current, please contact us at 
nsunews@nova.edu to set up an 
appointment.
You Are What 
You Eat
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
 Room 200 was crowded 
in	 Rosenthal	 Student	 Center,	 as	
students	were	eager	to	learn	ways	
to become healthier and to better 
the environment simultaneously 
on Oct. 17. This  Lucky 13 
workshop	 was	 based	 on	 NSU’s	
new health magazine, “Wellness 
Made Simple,” and encouraged 
students	 to	 take	 control	 of	 their	
health	through	funny	video	clips	
and innovative ways to remind 
students  of the damaging things 
they	put	into	their	bodies.
	 Marilyn	 Gordon	 and	
Marcela Sandigo hosted the 50-
minute session on behalf of the 
Division of Clinical Operations. 
A	 variety	 of	 healthy	 wraps	 and	
fruits	were	served	in	an	effort	to	
encourage students to consume 
foods	that	are	good	for	the	body.	
 During the session, Sandigo 
showed	 the	 audience	 interesting	
Web sites that can determine 
how	 what	 you	 eat	 affects	 the	
environment. Furthermore, exam-
ples	 of	 how	 food	 proportions	
have	grown	over	 the	years	were	
brought	 to	 surface.	 A	 doughnut	
twenty	years	ago	was	about	half	
the	size	of	a	doughnut	today,	with	
a 400-calorie difference.  They 
also	pointed	out	 that	 as	portions	
are	 getting	 bigger,	 so	 are	 the	
people eating them. 
	 Another	topic	in	the	session	
was all about “eating green.” 
Gordon	and	Sandigo	had	 shown	
showed	 the	 audience	 an	 “eating	
green calculator” that had stu-
dents	 plug	 in	 what	 they	 had	 to	
eat that day. The end result was 
a summary of what that animal 
had to eat to provide them with 
that	 food.	 It	 also	 showed	 the	
negative	 affects	 it	 had	 on	 the	
environment. 
 They showed that there are
multiple substitutes one can eat
to replace eating meat and 
other harmful proteins such as 
tofu, beans, lentil and hummus. 
Eggs, milk and cheese can be 
replaced by soy, rice and almond 
alternatives.	
	 In	 closing,	 Gordon	 and	
Sandigo	 suggested	 for	 students	
not to take the free membership 
at the RecPlex for granted, to 
exercise three to five times a week, 
get	regular	health	screenings	and	
be	aware	of	your	physical	health.	
 For more information on 
the Lucky 13 workshop series, 
visit www.nova.edu/firstyear/
student/lucky_13.html.
Courtesy of www.bfeedme.com
Conquer Interview Jitters
CHELSEA SEIGNIOUS
VISUAL DESIGN ASSISTANT/
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
 On Nov. 18, the Office of 
Career Development offered yet 
another	 Workshop	 Wednesday,	
providing	 tips	 on	 how	 to	
“Conquer Interview Jitters,” once 
and	for	all.		Aparna	Saini,	a	career	
advisor from the office, prepared 
a	 presentation	 interspersed	 with	
partner	activities	to	reinforce	the	
concepts	discussed.		
 Though only a handful of the 
NSU community attended, there 
was a diverse mix of ages, ma-
jors, and desired career fields.  One
alumna who graduated last May
is	 preparing	 for	 her	 dental	
schoolinterview at Howard Uni-
versity. “I think I’ll try a mock in-
terview,” Tawana Jenkins stated.
 Saini promoted the mock 
interview process and claimed 
that	students	who	go	through	the	
process	have	very	positive	things	
to say.  The mock interview 
requires	 individuals	 to	 dress	
and	 act	 the	 part.	 Questions	
are prepared for their specific 
career field, and interviewees 
are	 expected	 to	 have	 done	 their	
research. Advisors from the 
Office of Career Development 
conduct	 the	 interviews	and	offer	
constructive criticism, along with 
a free DVD copy of the actual 
interview,	so	people	can	review	it	
as	often	as	they	wish.		
 James Mitchell, a business 
administration alumnus, claimed, 
“The DVD helps a lot.” He 
encouraged	 everyone	 to	 give	
mock interviews a try.  Impressed 
by	 the	 workshop,	 he	 also	 said,	
“It was good.  I came for a re-
fresher course.”
	 Other	 topics	 discussed	
were	 interview	 preparation,	
proper attire, and commonly 
asked	 questions	 that	 can	 be	
tough to handle. The tough 
question	that	topped	the	list	was,	
“Tell me about yourself.”  Saini 
recommended that individuals 
respond by preparing a 30-60 
second “commercial,” including 
any	relevant	work	experience	and	
Photo by C. Seignious
highlighting	 personal	 strengths,	
as	 well	 as	 knowledge	 about	 the	
company.  
 For more information on
interview skills and career prep-
aration, contact the Office of 
Career Development at (954)-
262-7201, or visit their office 
on the fourth floor of the Alvin 
Sherman Library.
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Events Calendar
Nov. 24 - 30
Tuesday, Nov. 24
Lucky 13: “Netiquette””
12 p.m.-12:50 p.m.
You and your friends aren’t the 
only ones looking at your online 
profiles; make sure you’re NET 
appropriate for interacting in 
all your online communities. 
This event will take place in 
the Rosenthal Student Center, 
Room 200. For more informa-
tion, please contact Katie Gittle-
man at (954) 262-8558 or at 
katielg@nova.edu.	
Thursday, Nov. 26Wednesday, Nov. 25
David Cook
7:30 p.m.-11 p.m.
David Cook and The Script will 
be performing in the University 
Center Arena. For more inform-
ation, please contact Jamie 
Merchel	at
NO CLASSSES
Sunday, Nov. 29
MONEY TREE from 1
end of each segment, a particip-
ant was eliminated until only 
one remained. 
 That person would then 
have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 get	 as	
much money as he/she could 
from the “money tree” at the end 
of the show, or could move on 
to	the	next	round	and	risk	losing	
the	opportunity	to	go	to	the	tree.	
None of the game winners opted 
for	the	latter	and	were	able	to	get	
money from the tree at the end of 
the	show.
 The second game was a 
game of intelligence. Participants 
had to retrieve $20.25 from a 
box with fake money as fast as 
they could, in the first segment. 
The second segment of the game 
consisted	of	drawing	the	state	of	
Texas and the final segment was 
completing an entire side of a 
Rubik’s	cube.
	 “I	 just	 walked	 by	 and	
thought it was pretty cool,” said 
Jeff Gibson, sophomore marine 
biology major, who won the 
intelligence round and went home 
with	$45.	
 The third phase of the game 
was the military phase. Students 
crafted	 paper	 airplanes,	 played	
hot potato with war movies and 
dressed	up	as	spies.
	 “I	 thought	 he	 was	 going	
give	us	orders	and	we	would	have	
to salute. I was in JROTC and I 
thought	I	had	it	in	the	bag,	but	the	
game was more fun,” said Gina 
Valbrun, junior nursing major and 
one	of	the	winners	of	the	night.
	 At	the	end	of	the	show,	the	
three	winners	had	the	opportunity	
to get as much money as they 
could, in 20 seconds, from the 
spinning tree covered in five-
dollar	bills.
	 “I	 loved	 the	 opportunity.	
Thanks to [NSU], I guess, for 
giving back,” said Valbrun. “I 
saw the poster in my dorm and 
I came. It was a lot more than 
I	 expected,	 I	 didn’t	 think	 they	
would go to this extent.”
 Throughout the show, the 
audience also received money for 
cheering,	dancing	to	Soulja	Boy,	
knowing the host’s name and 
showing	the	pictures	on	their	cell	
phones, among other things.
 Although the Don Taft UC
pit	wasnot	full,	the	audience	was	
involved	and	cheerful	all	through	
the	event.
	 “I	 thought	 the	 turnout	was	
really	 good,	 especially	 with	
everything	 that	 is	 going	 on	 at	
NSU,” said Alicia Bates, graduate 
assistant for student programm-
ing in the Office of Student 
Activities.	“As	far	as	I	know,	this	
hasn’t	 been	 done	 before.	 So,	 I	
wanted to do something different 
and	 interesting	 for	 the	 students	
something they would still enjoy, 
even if they were not picked.”
	 Carlin	 has	 traveled	 the	
country hosting the game show 
for	 eight	 years,	 in	 over	 1,000	
colleges	 and	 universities.	 He	
jokes about some of his past 
performances and regards others 
as fond memories. 
 The most memorable, he
said, was when he gave the start-
ing	running	back	of	a	Mississippi	
college $335. The student came 
from a poor town in the state 
and	 was	 able	 to	 attend	 college	
because	he	had	been	recruited	as	
an	 athlete,	 but	 was	 not	 allowed	
to	work.	
 “I was counting the money 
and this kid was next to me 
weeping	 because	 he	 had	 never	
seen that much money,” said 
Carlin. “Sometimes I go to these 
towns	 in	 West	 Virginia,	 and	
other	places,	where	winning	$50	
means the world and it warms 
my heart.” 
 The show will be back in 
March	 and	 according	 to	 Carlin,	
it will have different music 
and games. 
 For more information, con-
tact Alicia Bates at sea-board@
nova.edu.
Photo by A. Rodriguez
The four contestants of  the first game lined up to shoot a ball into the basket.  The 
first person who made the ball into the basket got to eliminate one of  the other 
three participants.
NO CLASSSES
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Photo by A. Rodriguez
Host Sean Carlin (wearing the white shirt) looks at some of  the attendees’ camera phones 
for the most embarrassing picture of  someone in the audience. In the front, Benne 
Constant, senior biology major, takes the winning picture of  his friend.
 It was all smiling faces 
and	friendly	conversations	as	the	
international	 students	 gathered	
in room 200 of the Rosenthal 
Student	 Center	 on	 Nov.	 18	 to	
attend the Career Development 
Workshop. The event was hosted 
by	 Shantelle	 Maxwell,	 a	 career	
advisor from the Office of Career 
Development. At the workshop 
students were taught how to find 
companies in the US that hire 
international	 students	 for	 jobs	
and	internships.	
 For the main source of in-
formation, students were directed 
to	 a	 Web	 site	 called	 H1	 Base	
International Student Database. 
The H1B Visa is the official and 
primary USA work visa/permit 
available	 to	 people	 all	 over	
the	world.	
	 In	 order	 for	 international	
students	 to	 obtain	 a	 H1B	 Visa,
they have to find a H1B sponsor-
ship	 job	 with	 a	 US	 sponsoring	
company. The H1B employer 
must then file the H1B Visa 
application	 for	 the	 international	
student	with	the	U.S.	Citizenship	
and Immigration Bureau. 
	 Since	international	students	
cannot sponsor themselves nor 
apply	 individually	 for	 this	 type	
of visa, the Web site is an impor-
tant resource for finding a willing 
sponsor.	 Master	 of	 international	
business administration student 
from India, Akshat Bhargava, 
commented, “This Web site is 
fantastic for international stu-
dents.	 It	 is	 very	 useful	 and	
narrows down the research.”   
	 “It	is	your	responsibility	to	
inform your employers of your 
Visa status,” advised Maxwell. 
However, she informed students 
to	avoid	putting	 their	visa	status	
on their resume. Maxwell also 
counseled them to let employers 
know that the company doesn’t 
need	 to	 hire	 US	 citizens	 before	
hiring	 international	 students,	 as
long	 as	 the	 international	 student
meets the company’s requirements. 
 “It was very informative 
and interesting” said Phong 
Chung, senior business major 
from Vietnam, “It will help in my 
adventure in looking for jobs!” 
	 Nikos	 Wallner,	 MBA	
graduate student from Finland, 
liked	the	fact	that	Maxwell	stressed	
the importance of educating 
employers about the right to hire 
international	 students	 before	US	
citizens.	Wallner	was	also	glad	to	
learn	about	 the	top	US	cities	for	
international	career	opportunities.	
“It’s helpful for your future,” said 
freshman business major and 
event volunteer, Jade Rissnam. 
 All of the information for 
students was provided in a well-
organized	 folder	 that	 included	 a	
list	of	several	additional	Web	sites	
to help international students find 
employment, a ranking of the top 
US	 international	 hiring	 states,	
and	an	encouraging	inventory	of	
hired international students from 
2008-2009. 
	 In	 addition	 to	 all	 of	 these	
resources, the Office of Career 
Development also helps students 
build their resume and offers 
mock job interviews either on a 
one	on	one	basis	or	by	a	panel	of	
interviewers.	Students	are	allowed	
access to free legal information 
that would regularly cost money. 
 For more information, please 
contact the Office of Career 
Development on the fourth floor 
of the Alvin Sherman library or 
visit	their	Web	site	at	www.nova.
edu/career.	
ISIS DARIOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
International 
Students Attend a 
Career Development 
Workshop
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Technology Killed the Video Star: 
The Death and Decline of the 
Music Video
ASHLEY ALLRED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
 Things were different be-
tween kids and music videos in 
the 1990’s. High-gloss videos 
captured	 Brandy	 and	 Monica	
fighting over a boy, Britney 
shimmied through a high school 
hallway	and	‘N	Sync	danced	in	
coordinated denim ensembles. 
	 Kids	were	ready	to	weigh	
in	 on	 what	 they	 thought	 of	 it	
all, and MTV delivered with 
“Total Request Live,” mostly 
called “TRL,” a show that 
let viewers vote on the music 
videos	 they	wanted	 to	 see,	 and	
even	 cut	 live	 to	 a	 viewer	 in	
the	 studio	 for	 instant	 feedback	
on	 the	 song.	 According	 to	
www.portolio.com, the audience 
soared to 1 million viewers, 
huge	 for	 an	 afternoon	 cable	
show;	 it	 appeared	 the	 coveted	
18 to 34 demographic could not 
get	enough.
	 No matter which way you
look at it, music videos have 
all but died and the iPod has 
rejuvenated the importance of
a great song.  People are now 
acquiring their favorite music 
“a la carte” from various down-
loading programs and iTunes 
is a major driving force behind 
an	 industry	 that	 is	 right	 back	
where it started. We may miss
the music video and the nos-
talgia	 of	 it	 all,	 but	 what	 can	
compete with a $0.99 song, 
or an automatically gener-
ated	 play	 list	 based	 on	 your	
favorite	bands?	
 “Music videos are enter-
taining,	 well	 at	 least	 the	 good	
ones are. And sometimes watch-
ing a music video influences me 
to buy a song or an album if it 
is an artist that I like,” explains 
Michelle	 Rushefsky,	 senior	
inter-national studies major. 
	 Of	 all	 the	 sins	 networks	
like MTV, VH1 and BET 
stand accused of committing, 
the	 greatest	 was	 that	 they	
created a fine mold for music 
promotion, then smashed it into 
a million little pieces just when 
it was needed most.
 The Audio Visual Club re-
ports	that	record	sales	have	been	
on	 the	 decline	 since	 1999,	 the	
same year MTV’s “TRL” peaked 
in the ratings and Napster be-
came the most important music-
related phenomenon, since, 
well, MTV. 
	 Since	 then,	 stations	 like	
MTV have all but completely 
cut music out of its schedule 
and newer programs faintly 
resembling Napster live on with 
a	 billion	 illegally	 downloaded	
songs every month (versus 
100 million legal downloads), 
according	 to	 a	 recent	 report	
by business advisory firm FTI 
Consulting.	
 While MTV, VH1 and 
BET made music seem a lot 
“cooler” than it probably was, 
the Internet has made it more 
accessible	 than	 it	 probably	
should	 be,	 and	 there	 lies	 the	
problem: the Internet did not fill 
the MTV void but, rather, it ex-
ploited	it.
	 Now,	 instead	 of	 going	
to the record store and finding 
that new CD you’ve wanted 
ever since you saw the music 
video,	 you	 can	 just	 sit	 at	
your computer and within 15 
minutes download every song 
ever made by any particu-
lar	artist.	
	 You	 can	 also	 hop	 on	
iTunes and buy the entire album 
or	 only	 the	 songs	 you	 like,	
upload it to your iPod and take 
the music with you, something 
you	cannot	do	with	videos	on	a	
TV screen. 
	 “Why	 would	 I	 need	 to	
see the videos on TV? I can 
just go on YouTube and watch 
it a hundred times in a row if 
I	 want	 to.	 If	 that	 is	 not	 good	
enough, I can get a customized 
play list from iTunes based 
off	 of	 one	 song.	 How	 could	 it	
get any better?” said Douglas 
Goff, senior computer and in-
formation sciences major.
 The Audio Visual Club 
said it best: “If video killed the
radio	star,	technology	killed	the
video star — or at least the view-
ers’ urge to wait to watch them 
on TV.”
	 Music	 television	 stations	
started	out	as	a	chance	to	feature	
a visual display of music and the 
best	way	to	do	this	is	to	present	
music videos. They not only 
promote the artists’ music but 
it is also allows them to show 
their	 artistic	 creativity	 outside	
of	songwriting	and	the	only	way	
we	 do	 this	 now	 is	 by	 going	 to	
YouTube or MySpace. 
 Now, the empty timeslots 
are filled with groups of 20-
somethings living in houses that 
are too pimped out for even the 
Bishop Don “Magic” Juan’s 
liking,	 getting	 on	 each	 others’	
nerves or competing to win the 
love of a has-been rock star. 
Shows like “The Real World” 
and “Rock of Love” have 
taken over because catfights, 
drunken	brawls	and	jealous	girls	
attract viewers like flies to a 
light	bulb.	
 It may seem like the easy 
way out, but you have to admit, 
people love drama. “The Real 
World is my favorite show. It is 
basically	a	crash	course	in	what	
not	 to	 do	 when	 you	 live	 with	
roommates,” said Sara Morales, 
junior psychology major. “I’m 
not	proud	that	I	love	this	show,	
but it is addicting.”
 While the action may be 
addicting for some, there are 
others who wish the music video 
would	rise	again.	“I	cannot	stand	
reality	 shows.	 It	 is	 not	 reality;	
people	 do	 not	 act	 like	 that.	 I	
would much rather watch music 
videos.	 I	guess	 that’s	why	I	do	
not watch channels like MTV 
or BET very much,” said Olivia 
Henderson, sophomore English 
major. 
	
“Thiller” by Micheal Jackson was one of  the most popular music videos in the 1980s, especially with its classic dance moves. 
Photo courtesy of www. dailymail.co.uk
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 While most stations play 
one specific genre of music all day 
long,	NSU’s	Radio	X	plays	various	
blocks	 of	 genres	 throughout	 the	
night. For example, on Tuesday 
nights from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
the	 station	 features	 alternative	
rock, and at 9 p.m. urban music 
takes	over.		
 “The whole goal is to play 
music the NSU community 
enjoys,” said Michelle Manley, 
assistant director of student media.
 The station is run by 
students who play music they 
enjoy and this is something they 
feel shows in their performances.
	 “You	 get	 into	 it	 because	
you’re playing the music you’re 
into,” said Melica Bannis, also 
known as Soca Diva, first year 
graduate student of management 
of information systems. 
	 Another	 unique	 feature	
about	 Radio	 X	 is	 that	 they	 not	
only play big name artists but 
they also promote local talent. 
In	 addition,	 they	 do	 not	 have	 a	
schedule	 to	 stick	 to,	 so	 requests	
can be played at the moment they 
are made.
 “The great thing about us 
is our format. We don’t play the 
same song over and over again 
like other stations,” said Rico 
Hernan, also known as DJ Rico, 
senior legal studies major and 
assistant station manager.
	 “I	 listen	 to	 it	 because	 they	
play good music,” said Larry 
Sheldrup, freshman athletic train-
ing major.
	 By	 listening	 to	 Radio	 X	
people all over the tri-county 
area can win tickets to movies, 
concerts	and	other	events.
	 “We	 get	 the	 tickets	 to	 the	
hottest shows, and [so do you] if 
you’re listening between 7 p.m. 
and 3 a.m., through the radio or 
online,” said Hernan. 
 New DJs are always wel-
come but the process to get on the 
air is not simple. Students must 
first pass various tests and spend 
a month training in the DJ booth 
before	going	on	the	air.	However,	
once	the	process	is	over	they	can	
share their favorite music with 
the	world.
 Another advantage of be-
ing a DJ at the station is the 
flexible schedule. Since it is run 
by	students,	they	get	to	pick	their	
work	schedules.
 “[The flexible schedule] 
makes it easier for us because it 
works around our class schedule,” 
said	Hernan.
	 Going	 on	 air	 also	 helps	
student DJs express aspects of 
their	 personality	 that	 they	 do	
not	 get	 to	 explore	 very	 often.	
“We	say	here,	that	we	have	split	
personalities.	 When	 you’re	 on	
the	 air	 you	 develop	 this	 other	
personality,” said Hernan.
	 When	 asked	 what	 her	
favorite	 part	 of	 working	 at	
the	 station	 was,	 Athina	 Casas,	
sophomore psychology major and 
music director, said, “Definitely 
when	 people	 call	 and	 request	 a	
song, because sometimes you’re 
talking	 and	 you’re	 not	 seeing	
anyone	 so	 you’re	 not	 sure	 if	
anyone’s	 listening.	 So,	 it’s	 great	
when	 people	 call	 and	 tell	 you	
you’re doing a great job.”
	 Students	can	also	be	a	part	
of	Radio	X	by	listening	to	it	and	
supporting	 its	 events.	 However,	
not	 everyone	 listens	 or	 knows	
NSU	has	a	radio	station.
	 “I	 don’t	 really	 listen	 to	 it	
because I don’t know the station,” 
said Briana Belostock, freshman 
pre-childhood education major. 
 The members of the station 
are aware that many members 
of the NSU community do not 
know	about	Radio	X,	so	they	are	
distributing	450	surveys	all	over	
campus to find out what students 
want	to	hear.
	 “We	 don’t	 know	 if	 we’re	
playing the right music. We don’t 
know if we’re meeting the needs 
of our community,” said Manley. 
“So, we’re having this month-
long campaign to find out what 
students want. Then in 2010, 
we’ll	renovate	the	radio	station	to	
reflect the results of the survey.”
 Radio X DJs can also be 
hired	 for	 parties	 and	 events.	 If	
you wish to find out more about 
the	station,	take	a	listener	survey	
or listen live while they stream, 
visit	www.nova.edu/radiox.	
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600 Performances On 25 Stages! 
The Miami Music Festival is the newest series 
of showcase performances by hundreds of emerging 
Urban, Latin, Rock, Caribbean & Jazz artists.
THE MIAMI 
MUSIC
FESTIVAL
DECEMBER 10-12, 2009
Must be 18 to enter some venues, 21 to enter others.
Venue policies listed on miamimusicfestival.org.
The following downtown Miami venues 
will present schedules of performances 
on each night of the Festival
Additional venues and performance 
schedules can be found at 
miamimusicfestival.org
ADMISSION
✱ Three-day all-access wristbands: $50
($35 with valid Student ID)
✱ One-day all-access wristbands: $25 
($20 with valid Student ID)
✱ Single venue admission: $10 
(as space is available) 
Wristbands on Sale 
at All Venues 
During the Festival
›› Transit Lounge (3 Stages) ‹‹
›› Tobacco Road (3 Stages) ‹‹
›› The Hard Rock Cafe (2 Stages) ‹‹
›› Waxy O’Connors (2 Stages) ‹‹
›› Gordon Biersch ‹‹
›› Red Bar ‹‹
›› Havana Dreams ‹‹
›› Japengo at the Hyatt ‹‹
›› Ecco Lounge ‹‹
›› Finnegan’s River ‹‹
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CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR 
 The NSU women’s volley-
ball team put together yet another 
impressive display inside the Don 
Taft University Center Arena 
on	Nov.	13,	as	they	defeated	the	
Florida	 Southern	 Moccasins	 by	
a score of 3-1 to claim their fifth 
straight	SSC	victory.	
	 In	a	back	and	forth	opening	
set, the Sharks managed to hold 
off a resurgent Moccasin fight 
back to clinch the set 27-25. 
Sophomore Molly Sigerich, 
freshman Carly Perschnick and 
junior Taylor Pohlman jointly led 
the	Sharks	offensively	with	 four	
kills	 with	 junior	 Kathleen	Yony	
contributing a crucial five digs. 
 The Moccasins rallied in
fine style in the second set 
and	 despite	 a	 resilient	 Sharks	
performance, Florida Southern 
were	 able	 to	 hold	 on	 for	 a	
crucial 28-26 victory.  Sigerich 
was	again	at	 the	forefront	of	 the	
Sharks	 offense	 and	was	 assisted	
by senior Jenerra McGruder as 
they	 both	 contributed	 four	 kills	
for	the	Sharks.	
	 In	 true	 Sharks	 style,	 NSU	
bounced	 back	 in	 the	 third	 set	
to claim the encounter 25-20, 
as the Sharks opened up a 2-1
lead in the match. Junior 
Lucia Cizmarova and sophomore 
Anabely	 Escarpita	 were	 the	
standout	offensive	 leaders	 in	 the	
third	set	as	both	contributed	three	
kills.	 Senior	 defensive	 specialist	
Alison	Kalish	assisted	the	Sharks	
with	one	ace.	
 In the all important fourth 
set, the Sharks managed to 
hold	 their	 nerve	 and	 hold	 off	 a	
Mocassin team looking to stay in 
the match, as NSU claimed a 25-
21 victory. The Sharks were again 
paced by Sigerich as she amassed 
five kills closely followed by 
Perschnick who garnered four. 
 En route to an impressive 
3-1 SSC victory, Sigerich led the 
team offensively with 14 kills, 
one	 assists,	 two	 aces,	 three	 digs	
and	 four	 blocks.	 Also	 reaching	
double digits was Perschnick 
who claimed 10 kills, closely 
followed	 by	 McGruder	 with	
nine, Cizmarova with eight and 
Escarpita claimed six. Senior All-
American Valia Petrova produced 
Women’s Volleyball Has a Surprising 
Win/Lose Week
Women’s Basketball 
Battle Bravely but Lose 
Opening Game
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR 
 The NSU women’s basket-
ball team kicked off their season 
with a disappointing home defeat 
to	 Benedict	 University,	 going	
down by a score of 81-71 on 
Nov. 16. 
	 In	 what	 was	 the	 season	
opener for both teams, the game 
ebbed and flowed throughout 
with the Benedict Lady Tigers 
finding a way to pull ahead just 
after half time and managed 
to hold on for their first win of 
the	season.	
 The Sharks were scoreless 
in the opening ten minutes of the 
game as the Lady Tigers came 
out strong and soon accumulated 
a 10-0 lead. However, in true 
Sharks	 style,	 NSU	 bounced	
back	 and	 replied	with	 their	 own	
run of points to close the deficit 
to 10-9. 
 The Sharks pulled ahead 
in the contest for the first time 
with little over eight minutes 
remaining in the half as senior 
Lindsey Newpher sunk a three 
pointer	to	give	NSU	a	two	point	
lead at 17-15. After Newpher’s 
three	 pointer,	 the	 Sharks	 began	
to execute more plays and after 
a lay up by sophomore Stevie 
Kamp, they extended their lead 
to 25-17. 
	 Benedict	 clawed	 their	way
back	 into	 the	 encounter	 as	
they	 went	 on	 another	 run	 and	
outscored the Sharks 8-1 in the 
closing minutes of the first half 
to take a slender 33-31 lead into 
the	break.		
	 In	 the	 opening	 exchanges	
of the second half, both teams 
were evenly matched as they 
traded	 three	pointers	with	 junior	
Abbie Tepe leading the way for 
the Sharks from downtown. With 
the Lady Tigers up 45-42, this 
was ultimately the closest the 
Sharks would come in the second 
half	to	taking	the	lead	as	Benedict	
slowly	pulled	away.	
 The Lady Tigers put their 
foot on the gas and lead 54-
45 with little over ten minutes 
remaining in the game. This 
lead would extend to 16 points 
on	two	separate	occasions	in	the	
second	half.	
 The Sharks never gave 
up	 and	 played	 hard	 up	 until	 the	
buzzer as senior Tara Haddock 
hit	a	three	point	buzzer	beater	to	
finish the game. 
 Tepe was the stand out 
performer for the Sharks as she 
went 4-for-5 from downtown in 
the	second	half	en	route	to	racking	
up 14 points. Newpher and Kamp 
each	 chipped	 in	 with	 10	 points,	
with senior LaShawnna Edwards 
garnering	10	rebounds.	
 The Sharks will return to 
action	on	Nov.	20,	as	they	take	on	
Armstrong Atlantic State in the 
second game of the NSU/Marriott 
Tip Off Classic. 
another stand out performance for 
the Sharks as she finished with 45 
assists	and	Yony	contributed	with	
15	digs.	
 In their final regular season 
match, the Sharks five game 
winning streak came to an end as 
they were defeated by the St Leo 
Lions 3-1 on Nov. 14. 
Courtesy of Sports Information
Abbie Tepe garnered 14 points in the opening game but still ended up on the losing side.
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 The NSU men’s basketball 
team went down to arguably 
the	 toughest	 opponent	 on	 their	
schedule, the Miami Hurri-
canes in the opening game of 
the	season.	
 Despite a spirited second 
half	 display,	 the	 young	 Sharks	
team went down 108-58 to a 
strong Hurricanes outfit who 
made it to the second round of the 
2008 NCAA Division 1 National 
Championship. 
 The Sharks found the open-
ing exchanges difficult as the 
Hurricanes were ruthless from
beyond	the	arc	as	they	shot	nine	
three	 pointers	 in	 the	 opening	
ten minutes en route to an early 
35-9 lead. The Hurricanes con-
tinued to accumulate points from 
downtown as they hit 12-for-17 
to lead 61-18 at the half. 
	 Under	the	coaching	of	Head	
Coach Gary Tuell, the Sharks 
regrouped during the half time 
break and came out in the second 
half looking to avenge the first 
half	Hurricane	onslaught.	
 The Sharks improved 
greatly	 in	 the	 second	 period	 as	
they racked up 40 second- half 
points	 against	 a	 highly	 talented	
Miami outfit. The Hurricanes 
added 48 to their first half score 
but were almost matched shot 
for	 shot	 by	 the	 Sharks	 after	
the	break.	
 Leading the way offensively 
for the Sharks was freshman 
Brian Cahill, who amassed 14 
points on 4-9 shooting, with an 
impressive 3-3 from downtown. 
Juniors John Brooks and Max 
Papendieck each contributed 
scoring	13	and	12,	respectively.	
 The Sharks will be looking 
to	 build	 upon	 their	 second	 half	
performance and pick up their 
first win of the season as they 
travel	 to	 Flagler	 College	 on	
Nov.	24.	
Men’s Basketball Show 
Spirit Despite Falling 
to Classy Hurricanes 
Courtesy of Sports Information
Men’s Basketball with high hopes for new season.
 The Sharks got off to the 
worst	possible	start	as	they	soon	
found themselves behind in the 
match after a disappointing 25-13 
first set defeat. Intent on clawing 
their way back into the match the 
Sharks	 rallied	 in	 the	 second	 set	
only for the Lions to run away 
with it by a score of 25-20. The 
Sharks gave themselves a lifeline 
in the third set as they managed 
to hold off a late comeback by 
the Lions to claim the set 25-23 
and force the match into a fourth 
set.	 NSU	 continued	 their	 good	
form into the fourth set and held 
the lead at 20-19 and looked 
set to complete an impressive 
comeback against the number 12 
nationally ranked Lions. St Leo, 
however,	had	other	ideas,	as	they	
showed	why	 they	 are	 ranked	 so	
highly in the nation and stormed 
back into the contest claiming six 
out	of	a	possible	seven	points	to	
clinch the fourth set 25-21 and 
the match 3-1. 
	 McGruder	 led	 the	way	 for	
the	 Sharks	 offensively	 as	 she	
amassed 14 kills, seven digs and 
two	blocks.	Supporting	McGruder	
was Perschnick who claimed 
nine	 kills	 closely	 followed	 by	
Cizmarova with seven. Yony 
claimed a match high 22 digs. 
 The Sharks finished the 
regular	 season	 with	 an	 overall	
record of 19-10 with an in 
conference record of 10-6 and 
now	 eagerly	 await	 a	 bid	 to	 the	
NCAA	post	season.	
Courtesy of Sports Information
Anabelly Escarpita in action for the Sharks as the women close out the regular 
season 19-10.
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 Though Nick Drake’s tale 
ends	 with	 his	 surprising	 and	
heartbreaking	 death	 at	 the	 age	
of 26, his music still remains 
some of the most important folk 
recordings	 of	 the	 past	 40	 years.	
Heralded as the John Keats of 
the	 folkloric	 world,	 and	 like	
Keats,	whose	work	was	not	fully	
appreciated	until	 after	his	death,	
Drake only managed put out a few 
short albums before his untime-
ly	death.
 Unlike most of the other 
artists	I	have	written	throwbacks	
about, Drake represents a softer 
side	 of	 the	 British	 underground	
and has become one of the 
most recognized figures of the 
folk movement of the 1960s. 
However, because of his reluc-
tance to tour, perform live 
and	 even	 be	 interviewed	 for	
magazines or television, Drake 
received barely any commercial 
success	while	he	was	still	alive.	In	
fact,	there	is	absolutely	no	video	
footage of Drake in his adult 
years,	only	a	 few	stills	 taken	by	
family members.
 While all three of Drake’s 
albums are worth listening to, the 
best	one	to	start	with	would	be	his	
last and probably most famous 
album, “Pink Moon,” and from 
there	work	your	way	backward.	
 Drake suffered from de-
pression and psychosis most of 
his	life,	and	it	shows	through	his	
music, but even though “Pink 
Moon” and the rest of his albums 
certainly	 dwell	 on	 the	 darker	
side of life, the music and lyrics 
are	 written	 with	 a	 strong	 and	
beautiful	poetic	sense	that	 is	not	
easily found amongst recording 
artists.	 It	was	 also	 recorded	 and	
mastered in the span of two 
days and most of the songs were 
recorded in one take, making 
it even more apparent how 
lyrically and musically brilliant 
Drake was.
	 On	top	of	 that,	 the	entirety	
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR 
Courtesy of  www.last.fm
Nick Drake in 1971
of “Pink Moon” only runs for 
about 30 minutes. However, 
regardless	 of	 the	 fact	 that	 this	
album is definitely best listened to 
from start to finish, the tracks that 
make this album truly complete 
are “Place To Be,” “Road,” “From 
The Morning” and, the title track, 
“Pink Moon.” Unlike the rest 
of the album, “Pink Moon” is 
the	 only	 track	 that	 features	 both	
Drake’s signature acoustic guitar 
and some of his overdubbed 
piano playing. It serves as a fitting 
introduction to the entire album, 
as it is slow, silkier than smooth 
jazz and showcases Drake’s 
melancholic sentiment.
 “Place To Be” shows off 
Drakes lyrical capabilities, seem-
ingly	 written	 like	 a	 haiku	 chain	
with	lyrics	like	“And	I	was	green,	
greener	 than	 the	 hill/	Where	 the	
flowers grow and the sun shone 
still/ Now I’m darker than the 
deepest sea/ Just hand me down, 
give me a place to be.” Similarly, 
“Road” is beautifully written, 
with an incredible mix-ture of 
harmony and melancholy, while 
he proclaims, “I can take a road 
that’ll see me through.” 
 “From The Morning” is 
probably my favorite track on the 
whole album and shows, more 
than any of the others, Drake’s 
ability	 to	 go	 above	 and	 beyond	
being just a songwriter to become 
a	 truly	 unique	 poet.	 Not	 only	
that, but the smoothness of his 
voice	perfectly	accentuates	every	
beautiful lyric and transforms this 
song into something much more.
 Drake is one of those artists 
who only comes around once in 
awhile	 and	 has	 the	 incredible	
talent to write meaningful, 
heartfelt poetry and accompany 
it	 with	 his	 sensuous	 voice	 and	
rich harmonies. Drake’s music 
provides more than just a great 
listening	 experience,	 it	 provides	
a	 chance	 to	 connect	 with	 an	
artist	who	is	not	afraid	to	explore	
the darker side of the human 
experience.	
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 With one sole strum of the 
electric	guitar,	Switchfoot	opens	
the	door	to	let	you	into	their	newly	
occupied musical home. “Hello 
Hurricane” is the seventh studio 
album from the little band from 
San Diego, California, who just in 
recent years became a household 
name after the mega-success of 
their fourth album “The Beautiful 
Letdown.”  Switchfoot are Jon 
Foreman (vocals, guitar), Tim 
Foreman (bass guitar, backing 
vocals), Chad Butler (drums, 
percussion), Jerome Fontamillas 
(guitar, keyboards, backing vo-
cals) and Drew Shirley (guitar, 
backing vocals).
 Their first album “The 
Legend of Chin” was released 
in 1997, a time in which they 
were	 really	 only	 known	 in	
the Christian-music market. 
However, their music became so 
appealing	 to	 broader	 audiences	
that	 the	 group	 went	 on	 to	 sign	
with Columbia Records and Sony 
BMG, a move that would allow 
their music to travel without 
borders or limitations. 
	 Years	 later,	 the	 band	 has	
evolved	 greatly,	 to	 the	 point	
where the first track of “Hello 
Hurricane,” “Needle and Hay-
stack Life,” even bears a great 
resemblance to something by 
U2. While I am sure the bands 
intention	 is	 not	 to	 replicate	 this	
legendary band, I can imagine it is 
an honor and a statement to their 
musical growth to even be named 
in the same breath as U2; it is a 
big change from their beginnings 
where their music was once more 
pop-oriented and sappy.
 Foreman’s lyrics have al-
ways	 been	 introspective,	 always	
questioning	 and	 always	 longing.	
In the second track “Mess of Me,” 
Foreman sings, “I’ve made a mess 
of me/ I want to get back the rest 
of me.” Foreman has always been 
honest	in	his	songwriting	and	he	
continues to do so in this album, 
declaring the theme of the album 
to	 be	 that	 love	 is	 a	 fortress	 that	
can	survive	any	hurricane.
	 Switchfoot	 has	 always	
been	 known	 for	 powerful	 and	
energetic	 live	 shows,	 with	
“Hello Hurricane,” they have 
simply have gained more fuel 
for the fire. A heavy, aggressive 
and dynamic beginning to this 
album is exciting and proves that 
Switchfoot	have	what	 it	 takes	 to	
rock with the best of them. 
	 All	 of	 this	 changes	 on	
the third track, “Your Love is a 
Song,” not in a bad way though. 
They show off some of their 
musical flexibility slowing things 
down	 a	 bit	 to	 play	 a	 beautiful	
ballad	that	starts	with	an	alluring	
array	 of	 strings	 that	 create	 an	
instantly charming introduction. 
As Foreman begins to sing, 
everything	 disappears	 but	 an	
acoustic guitar and some haunting 
“ohs” in the background, his 
lyrics	 are	 poetic	 and	 clear,	 “I	
hear	 you	 breathing	 in,	 another	
day begins/ The stars are falling 
out, the dreams are fading now, 
fading	 out/	 I’ve	 been	 keeping	
my eyes wide open/ Your love 
is a symphony all around me, 
running through me/ Your love is 
a  melody, underneath me, right 
into me/ Your love is a song.”
 The romance does not last 
long	as	driving	bass	and	beating	
drums transport the listener into 
“The Sound,” the fourth track 
on the album. The track starts 
apprehensively	 like	 a	 sleeping	
giant,	and	then	kicks	into	the	arena	
anthem type of song that would 
make waves of people jump to 
their feet. Not my favorite track 
as it seems its focus is more to 
provide thrills than to make any 
lyrical or musical connection. In 
its	 goal	 to	 do	 that,	 it	 is	 just	 too	
bland,	nothing	fantastic	about	it.	
	 Another	 twist	 follows	 on	
the next track “Enough to Let Me 
Go,” a song that sounds more like 
the pop and adult-contemporary 
sound of bands like The Fray 
or Lifehouse. “Free” is a heavy 
song, both musically and lyrically 
as Foreman sings “inside this 
shell is a prison cell.” The 
music accentuates this sentiment 
perfectly	 with	 a	 dark	 and	
chilling	vibe.	
 Almost as if he’s fully 
aware	 that	 he	 just	 sent	 you	
through a dark, somewhat scary 
tunnel, Foreman makes the 
following	 track	 the	 light	 at	 the	
end of said tunnel. This is the title 
track, “Hello Hurricane,” and it 
begins	with	guitar	and	a	chant	of	
“ohs” that evolve into something 
positive and optimistic at the 
40 second mark, where the bass 
comes in like rays of sunshine 
through your bedroom window. 
“Hello	 hurricane,	 you	 are	 not	
enough/	 Hello	 hurricane,	 you	
can’t silence my love,” becomes 
a message of hope, courage, faith 
and perseverance amidst the 
chaos	and	destruction	of	life	and	
its	thrashing	winds.	Applicable	to	
our tumultuous lives, especially 
in these topsy-turvy times, a 
perfect song to remind you that 
you are not alone and you must 
remain strong.
Something Wicked This Way 
Comes with “Hello Hurricane”
Switchfoot brave the storm and live to tell about it in “Hello Hurricane.”
Courtesy of www.code-purity.com
	 Black	 Friday	 is	 a	 hectic	
day.	 Every	 year	 people	 crowd	
malls and stores in search of 
a	 good	 deal,	 but	 if	 you	 would	
rather	stay	at	a	safe	place	instead	
of being trampled on, here are 
two Web sites to help you find the 
best	deal.
 First is a site designed spe-
cifically for Black Friday, www.
Blackfriday.com, which compiles 
the best deals from different 
stores	 to	 facilitate	 your	 holiday	
shopping.
	 “If	waiting	 in	 long	 lines	at	
5 a.m. isn’t your thing, the good 
news is that each year, more and 
more retailers are offering Black 
Friday	 specials	 online,	 so	 you	
don’t	need	to	battle	the	crowds	to	
get the items you want,” reads the 
Web	site.
 The site is easy to navigate 
because	 it	 provides	 shopping	
categories	 for	 browsing	 such	 as	
“cameras,” “apparel & shoes” 
and “sports and fitness,” among 
others. You may also search for 
your	 favorite	 store	 under	 their	
store	 section,	 which	 includes	
Banana Republic, Home Depot 
and the Disney store. 
	 A	neat	 feature	about	www.
BlackFriday.com is that once you 
click	 on	 a	 category	 it	 provides	
you	with	tips	on	what	you	should	
look	 for	 when	 buying	 those	
items. For example, let’s say you 
are looking for a camera. 
 “A manual focus will allow 
you to focus more accurately in 
some cases, so don’t just opt for 
automatic because it’s easier. 
Most experts recommend at 
least a 2X optical zoom, even 
though all cameras come with 
digital zoom.”
	 But	 why	 wait	 until	 the	
27th? www.BlackFriday.com has 
already	 started	 to	 look	 for	 the	
best	 deals	 so	 that	 you	 can	 “beat	
the early birds” with their online 
specials.	However	incredible	this
may seem, no site dedicated to 
a holiday would be complete 
without	a	history	of	that	day	and	
at www.blackfriday.com/black-
friday-history you can find out 
everything	to	do	with	the	holiday,	
from why it is called “Black 
Friday” to how the internet 
has	 shaped	 shopping	 for	 the	
best	bargains.
	 Another	 Web	 site	 that	
has revolutionized the bargain-
hunting	 experience	 to	 the	 point	
of creating a completely separate 
holiday	 is	 www.CyberMonday.
com. Unlike www.BlackFriday.
com, www.CyberMonday.com 
does	 not	 focus	 on	 the	 day	 after	
Thanksgiving. Its deals apply 
to items on the Monday after 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
 This site includes the same 
categories	 and	 stores	 as	 www.
BlackFriday.com but it has 
more of both, because it also 
includes online-only stores such 
as www.Overstock.com and 
it	 has	 “a	 ‘green’	 category	 for	
environmentally safe products.”
www.CyberMonday.com also 
donates	 its	 proceeds	 to	 the	 Ray	
Greenly	Scholarship	Fund,	which	
gives	 scholarships	 to	 students	
studying e-commerce.
	 Both	sites	offer	coupons	for	
its	sponsor	stores	and	newsletters	
to	 keep	 you	 in	 the	 loop	 of	 the	
latest deals. You may also follow 
them on Twitter and Facebook.
 Whether you want to make 
sure	 you	 get	 what	 you	 want	 or	
you	just	want	the	best	deal,	these	
portal	sites	should	help	to	do	both	
from the comfort of your home.
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR
 In this album, as in the 
ones	 before,	 it	 is	 evident	 that	
Switchfoot	 are	 singing	 songs	
about	 life,	 but	 also	 of	 a	 force	
more powerful than life. Their 
lyrics	 are	 deeply	 profound	 and	
heartfelt, carried in the arms of a 
beautiful piano and some barely 
noticeable	 but	 present	 strings.	
Foreman’s words resonate, “I am 
always yours,” as he laces the 
song with sentiments of having 
scars, being a “wretched” man 
and	having	a	second	chance.	
 As if imagining that you 
are	a	child	that	they	do	not	want	
to	 leave	 inside	 the	water	 for	 too	
long,	Switchfoot	pull	you	out	of	
whatever	condition	the	 last	song	
left you in before your fingers 
and	 toes	 start	 to	 prune.	 With	
the vivacious “Bullet Soul,” 
Switchfoot	 return	 to	 the	 sound	
that reflects some of that U2 
influence, at one point Foreman 
even	blares	out	Bono’s	signature	
“yeah, yeah, yeahs.” 
	 Switchfoot	prove	yet	again
that	they	are	an	incredibly	diverse	
and	 talented	 group	 that	 cannot	
be	 secluded	 to	one	genre	or	one	
spectrum of music. They cover 
all	 the	 bases	 that	 one	 needs	 to	
make a great act. They have a 
powerful live show that flaunts 
an extensive library of hits from 
which to choose from on any 
given night. Their lyrics are 
humble and eloquent to appeal 
to	 an	 audience	 and	 a	 generation	
that	 is	 looking	 for	 a	 voice	 that	
can relate and understands. They 
can	be	 loud	and	in	your	face,	or	
they	 can	 be	 quiet	 and	 effective	
in	 encouraging	 you	 to	 indulge	
in	 being	 introspective	 and	
reflective. 
 “Hello Hurricane” is a con-
tinuation	of	what	Swithfoot	have	
been	 doing	 well	 for	 years.	 No	
better and no worse than albums 
like “The Beautiful Letdown,” 
“Nothing is Sound” and “Oh 
Gravity.” If you like those, you 
will	 like	 this	 one.	 I	 guarantee	
you	will	 enjoy	 it	once	you	open	
that	door	and	the	hurricane	takes	
you	away.	
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 The same director who 
visually stimulated audiences 
with movies like “Independence 
Day” and “The Day After 
Tomorrow,” brings the same 
formula to the table in “2012.” 
The film mainly focuses on John 
Cusack’s character Jackson, his 
ex-wife, Kate (Amanda Peet), 
and	 their	 two	 children	 as	 they	
repeatedly	 escape	 the	 Earth’s	
melting core when the planets 
align and the world comes to 
an	end.	
 The other characters fall 
by the way-side as the main 
characters dodge fireballs and 
out run tsunamis. In other 
words,	 it	was	 unrealistic.	 It	was	
suspenseful, yes, but completely 
unbelievable. It did keep me on 
the edge of my seat most of the 
time, but in the back of my mind I 
knew	nothing	was	going	to	touch	
the main characters. To avoid 
being miserable the entire time, I 
suspended	all	disbelief	and	went	
along	for	the	ride.
 The movie starts off as an 
“end	 of	 the	 world,	 we	 are	 all	
doomed to a modern day Noah’s 
Ark” story. The effects were 
definitely eye popping, making 
it the second most expensive film 
in history with a budget of $260 
million. With such an expensive 
budget, you would think someone 
would	 take	 a	 second	 glance	 at	
the	script.	
 The last 40 minutes of the 
film weakened as those who were 
privileged enough to embark 
on	 the	 ships	 that	 would	 save	
them from being engulfed by 
the	 Earth	 and	 help	 repopulate	
it, encountered a few more 
problems. The plot developed 
slowly	 while	 shedding	 light	 on	
humanity and our “every man for 
him or herself” mentality.
 Overall, the film does have 
some pretty mesmerizing scenes, 
especially	 if	 you	 have	 ever	
wanted to see runways crumble 
to	 pieces	 while	 a	 plane	 tries	 to	
take off. Action movies usually 
keep me awake, but this one had 
me staring at my watch thinking 
what I should eat for dinner most 
of the time. I walked in expecting 
to be shaken up by the 2012 myth 
but	 walked	 out	 believing	 in	 it	
less. The only thoughts that have 
stayed with me were the visions 
of Los Angeles being torn apart 
by mega earthquakes. 
	 Regardless	 of	 the	 obvious	
flaws, I feel obligated to recom-
mend it due to its mind-blowing 
effects, just do not expect any-
thing new to come from it.
“2012” Needs a 
Reality Check
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR 
 Courtesy of www.scificool.com
John Cusack stars in “2012.”
	 Every	 Wednesday	 night	
from 9 p.m.-1 a.m., Radio X 
listeners	 have	 a	 chance	 to	 tune	
in and soak up the sweet rhythm 
of the islands in DJ “84’s” show 
“Caribbean Vibrations.” DJ “84,” 
also	known	as	Chris	Foster,	 is	 a	
junior marketing major here at 
NSU. Foster is Jamaican and he 
is	 bringing	 his	 passion	 for	 his	
culture	 to	 the	 radio	 waves	 for	
your	listening	pleasure.
 “Caribbean Vibrations” is 
actually	 a	 few	 varied	 shows	 in	
one. From 9-10 p.m. DJ “84” 
is	 displaying	 the	 best	 in	 Soca	
music. Then from 10-11 p.m. 
he is bringing some old school 
dancehall into the mix before 
getting into some popular, and 
new, club jams that are sure to 
tickle your fancy from 11 p.m.-12 
a.m. Finally, from 12-1 a.m. you 
can unwind and relax with some 
smooth love songs and R&B. 
Now	you	can	see	why	it	is	not	a	
strange	occurrence	when	walking	
by	 the	 Rosenthal	 building	 on	
Wednesday	 nights	 to	 spot	 a	 few	
individuals	that	will	stop	in	their	
tracks	 and	 spontaneously	 cut	
a	 rug,	 as	 they	 hear	 the	 sounds	
blaring from the speakers just 
outside	of	Chris’s	booth.	
 “It’s all about music,” said 
Foster, when describing some 
of	 the	 activities	 in	 his	 everyday	
life.	When	he	is	not	at	one	of	two	
jobs,	 going	 to	 class	 or	 catching	
up on some sleep, he is immersed 
in his music, seeking out the 
latest	 sensations	 and	 working	
on maximizing the potential of 
his	playlists.	
	 One	of	his	latest	projects	is	
the enhancement of his old school 
catalog, “old school music will 
never die” said Foster, and along 
with	 looking	 out	 for	 the	 newest	
artists and the best music, he 
has not forgotten the great music 
from the past and it is something 
he	 is	 keen	 on	 sharing	 with	 all	
his	listeners.	
	 After	 being	 in	 the	 booth	
for	about	a	year	now,	it	is	safe	to	
say that Foster is definitely very 
comfortable in his realm now. 
Not the type to bombard your ear 
with an over-the-top personality 
or with jokes and meaningless 
conversation,	 he	 prefers	 to	 just	
chill behind the microphone and, 
for the most part, allow the music 
to do the talking for him. 
	 Even	 though	 this	 approach	
has	its	drawbacks,	as	people	often	
mistake Foster’s cool personality 
in	a	negative	way,	he	assures	his	
listeners that he is down-to-earth, 
open-minded, and easy to get 
along	with.	
 Along with great music 
filled with fun Caribbean rhythms, 
Foster promises that by tuning 
in	 every	 week,	 you	 will	 always	
hear	a	great	variety.	In	fact,	 it	 is	
unlikely	 that	 you	 will	 hear	 the	
same songs played on a weekly 
JUAN GALLO
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basis,	 as	 Foster	 works	 hard	 to	
provide a good flow and a good 
batch of new material to keep you 
dancing	and	entertained.	
 As much as he loves 
Jamaica and knows that there 
are things from his country that 
no	 other	 country	 could	 replace,	
Foster	 is	 still	 thankful	 to	 the	
U.S.	for	the	great	opportunities	it	
offers, despite the tough economic 
state of the time. He himself has 
aspirations	 of	 building	 his	 own	
radio	station	here	in	the	States	that	
would be English-speaking and 
would play Caribbean music. 
	 After	 being	 on	 the	 air	
for	 so	 long,	 Foster	 has	 had	 his	
share	 of	 interesting	 situations	
that he has come across. One 
incident	in	particular,	in	which	a	
female caller phoned in seeking 
relationship	advice,	the	surprised	
Foster	did	his	best	to	help	her	out,	
though	 he	 really	 did	 not	 know	
her	 situation,	 and	 it	 turned	 out	
she was seeing a married man. In 
radio, it seems, you must always 
expect	the	unexpected.	
	 Foster	 is	 also	 passionate	
about	 cars	 and	 enjoys	 a	 little	
bit	 of	 drifting,	when	he	gets	 the	
opportunity	to	go	out	and	do	so.	
	 All	 in	 all,	 Foster	 is	 an	
interesting person, who is well-
experienced with his music and 
is definitely enthusiastic about it. 
He	is	passionate	about	what	he	is	
doing at Radio X and it definitely 
shows	 in	 the	 effort	 that	 he	 puts	
into making his show original 
and	unique.	If	you	want	to	know	
more about DJ “84,” just tune in 
on	Wednesday	 nights	 and	 check	
him out for yourself, and go 
ahead	and	dance	a	little.	You	will	
not	 be	 able	 to	 help	 it,	 once	 you	
hear	what	Foster	is	dishing	out.	
Meet Your Radio X DJ: 
Chris Foster
Courtesy of Radio X
DJ “84” brings you the best of  reggae, 
dancehall and soca every Wednesday night.
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 In the new movie, “Pirate 
Radio,” director and writer 
Richard	Curtis	 brings	 us	 aboard	
“Radio Rock,” a ship off the 
coast of England in 1967, which 
broadcasted rock music to a 
country full of mainstream radio 
stations unwilling to do so. The 
film boasts talented actor Philip 
Seymour Hoffman as The Count, 
along with a mob of infamous 
British	actors	such	as	Bill	Nighy,	
Emma Thompson, Rhys Ifans 
and Nick Frost, amongst others, 
and is a comedy about one of 
rock music’s golden ages and 
the “pirates” who brought it to 
the	people.	
 Let me say first off that 
without even knowing much 
about this movie, my heart already 
fluttered at the idea of a bunch of 
free-loving, rock hipsters living 
on a boat, playing rock music 
around	the	clock	and	doing	pretty	
much anything they wanted. They 
even became heroes and idols of 
sort to the 23 million people who 
stood	 by	 their	 radios	 secretly	 to	
listen to what these “bootleggers” 
of music had to share. 
	 Right	 off	 the	 bat	 you	 are	
thrust	 into	 a	 battle	 as	 it	 is	 the	
government suits that want the
music stopped versus the liberal-
minded, loving spirits that be-
came the voice of a generation 
that longs for freedom. The movie 
holds	 back	 nothing	 at	 blatantly	
exploiting and emphasizing the 
slimy qualities that make these 
villains so despicable. They are 
uptight, insulting, power-hungry 
and.	 basically,	 they	 are	 no	 fun.	
Meanwhile,	the	boat	rocks,	full	of	
great	people	who	are	undoubtedly	
living out the greatest time of 
their	 lives	 and	 are	 captained	 by	
old Davey Jones himself.
 Amongst these is young 
Carl,	a	boy	of	18	years	of	age,	who	
has	been	sent	to	the	boat	to	clean	
up	 his	 act	 after	 being	 expelled	
from school. His mother has sent 
him away and it becomes quite 
an oxymoron that plays out in 
the movie, as this is like sending 
a candy glutton to house-sit for 
Willy Wonka. In classic coming-
of-age fashion, Carl looks to find 
himself, while hoping to lose his 
virginity and maybe, just maybe, 
discover	who	his	father	is.	
 The many lovable and 
colorful	 characters	 do	 not	 stop	
there.	Every	single	disc	jockey	is	
charming and unique in his own 
way. They almost all have that 
great	British	wit,	which	we	all	so	
envy. Dave (Nick Frost) is fat but 
is still quite the ladies man, Mark 
(Tom Wisdom) is the heart-throb 
who	 rarely	 has	 to	 say	 a	 word,	
Angus (Rhys Darby) is the geek 
who	gets	you	laughing	while	you	
are	 not	 sure	 if	 you	 are	 laughing	
with him or at him. 
	 As	 you	 spend	 two	 hours	
and fifteen minutes with these 
characters,	you	start	to	want	to	be	
with them, you may even want to 
be them. Different and unique as 
they	all	are,	they	share	one	thing	
in common and it is their passion 
for music. Actually, it is their 
passion	for	all	of	the	greatest	parts	
of	 life.	 Its	characters	and	stories	
like	these	that	inspire	us	and	push	
us to dream the dreams we never 
speak of, to become the people we 
wish	we	were	everyday	and	even	
to do something extraordinary. 
 The film is funny, very, very 
funny.	It	has	a	great	arc	that	takes	
you through as many emotions 
as	 its	 weaving	 story	 lines	 and	
brings	 you	 to	 face	 with	 several	
different human experiences. You
are	 joyous	 as	 you	 delight	 in	 the	
amazing time these characters 
are	 having	 on	 this	 boat	 and	 the	
powerful,	 inspiring	 effect	 they	
are	 having	 on	 their	 audience,	
still the whole time you know 
that, metaphorically speaking, 
Captain	 Ahab	 is	 out	 there	 and	
he	 is	 hunting	 this	 white	 whale,	
yet you are magnetized onto 
the	 screen	 awaiting	 a	 resolution	
that may or may not satisfy you. 
 Best of all, this film may 
have just compiled the best 
collection of music to have ever 
been matched up to film, and 
yet	 “nothing	 is	 new	 under	 the	
sun.” This film is pays homage 
and is a tribute to music, as is 
evident by the finale and closing 
credits,	 which	 salutes	 the	 past	
forty years in music with some 
JUAN GALLO
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“Pirate Radio” Shows That The Music 
Will Never Die…or Go Away
of the most revered album covers 
from the best albums. Every song 
selected	 for	 every	 scene	 ties	 in	
perfectly,	 nay,	 beautifully,	 with	
the emotions of the scene. Each 
episode	 is	 vastly	 enhanced	 by	
the	sounds	that	go	along	with	it.	
At times it is Cat Stevens or The 
Who or The Beach Boys, and 
then, the one scene that stole my 
heart — boy meets girl — who 
else but Otis Redding to chime 
in	through	the	silence	to	take	the	
heart	right	out	of	you	and	whisk	
you	away.		
 It was the Count himself 
who	said,	“But	all	over	the	world,	
young men and young women 
will always dream dreams and 
put those dreams into song.” 
Music	 will	 never	 die.	After	 all,	
music is art and art is the heart of 
man revealing the soul of man. 
Even today this message strikes a 
chord, to remain true to yourself 
and to never conform to what 
some society or some force may 
try	 to	 shove	 down	 your	 throat.	
If we must be rebels, or pirates, 
hippies, losers, outcasts or what-
ever they may call us, then so be 
it. There will always be people 
like the men and women of “Pi-
rate Radio” to remind us of that.
Courtesy of www.screencrave.com
Philip Seymour Hoffman leads the way in this charming ensemble film “Pirate Radio.”
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Gadget Buying 
Should Not Replace 
Thanksgiving
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR 
that, people are chomping at the 
bit	and	hurdling	over	each	other	
to	get	to	these	things.
 I suppose an argument 
could be made that in a lot of 
ways, Thanksgiving itself has 
become completely meaningless, 
but at the same time, the meaning 
of Thanksgiving is not something 
that	 should	 be	 lost	 in	 this	 shift.	
Thanksgiving is not just a time 
to	 be	 thankful	 to	 your	 friends,	
family, co-workers or whatever it 
is that you worship, it is a time 
to remember how extremely 
privileged most of us are to live 
Are you shopping on Black Friday?
“There are many in the world 
who	 are	 dying	 for	 a	 piece	 of	
bread, but there are many more 
dying for a little love.” Doing 
a good deed this Thanksgiving 
does	not	require	every	individual	
to	 help	 out	 at	 a	 soup	 kitchen,	 a	
shelter or even donate money. 
Your	 contribution	 is	 unique	 to	
yourself.	 Find	 a	 local	 charity	 or	
cause that means something to 
you and donate your time and 
attention. Remember that student 
at	 school	who	will	 not	be	going	
home for the Thanksgiving 
holiday and invite them over 
for	 dinner.	 Connect	 with	 those	
around	 you	 and	 have	 a	 happy	
Thanksgiving! 
 Please send in your com-
ments, letters, and opinions to 
The Current at nsunews@nova.edu. 
Courtesy of www.behindthecounter.com
For more information, please contact 
The Current at (954) 262-8455 or email us at 
nsunews@nova.edu
Write for 
The Current
We are currently accepting 
applications for writers to work on 
articles for our weekly publication.
Employees will be eligible to gain 
hands-on experience in a newsroom 
environment and work with 
real-world deadlines, all while 
having fun. 
Journalism experience is preferred, 
but not necessary. 
Training is provided.
Stop by our office for an 
application today!
 Thanksgiving is tradition-
ally a time to express gratitude 
to family, friends and loved ones 
who	 are	 close	 to	 our	 hearts.	As	
an international student from 
Canada, this will be my first 
Thanksgiving in the U.S. It 
will be a time to reflect on the 
year	 and	 give	 thanks	 to	 those	
around me who have helped and 
supported me, whether it was 
late	 night	 study	 sessions,	 being	
my designated driver for a party 
or to encourage me to pursue 
my dreams. 
	 Although	I	look	forward	to	
the Thanksgiving Day feast and 
the	Black	Friday	sales,	I	thought	
to myself, “What am I thankful 
for?” My list ranged from being 
alive, to pursuing my M.B.A., to 
being able to voice my opinion to 
the NSU community. 
 The concept of Thanksgiv-
ing made me think that we all 
have	 things	 and	 people	 in	 life	
we	are	thankful	for	but	there	are	
people	down	on	their	luck	who	we	
can	help	as	well.	As	 the	holiday	
season	 descends	 upon	 us,	 it	 is	
important to remember and help 
those	who	are	not	as	fortunate	as	
us,	 yet	 there	 is	 a	 responsibility	
with	giving	back.	
 Mother Teresa once said, 
On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR 
“I’m going to Sawgrass. I go every year looking for bargains. It’s fun to 
get up at the crack of dawn and shop for five hours.”
Betsy Kreymer, sophomore athletic training major
“I’m going to Best Buy to buy video games and video game systems.”
Harry Noailles, freshman of undecided major
“I’m not going, I have class that day but it really doesn’t make a difference 
to me.”
Anita Harrilall, freshman environmental science major
“Yes! It’s on my calendar. I’ll be shopping at Best Buy.”
Tami Reaves, junior biology major
 Thanksgiving is arguably 
the most important holiday in 
the U.S. Of course, Christmas 
is also extremely important, 
but there is something about 
Thanksgiving that truly separates 
it from the rest: it is the biggest 
non-religious holiday, besides the 
Fourth of July, that the people of 
the U.S. celebrate completely and 
entirely	alone,	without	the	rest	of	
the world “intruding” on our fun. 
However, it seems that over the 
past few years the importance 
of Thanksgiving is fading, for 
something much less important 
and meaningful: Black Friday.
 As that fateful day ap-
proaches,	all	I	have	been	hearing	
about is all the “cool stuff” people 
are	going	to	be	buying	on	Black	
Friday,	 but	 I	 have	 barely	 heard	
a	 word	 about	 what	 people	 are	
doing for Thanksgiving. While I 
recognize	that	without	sales	 it	 is	
hard to buy many of the gadgets 
on the market and HBO series 
DVD box-sets, this “holiday” 
(which it is not officially) has 
replaced the significance of 
Thanksgiving and its message 
with	the	desire	 to	buy	things	we	
do	 not	 actually	 need.	On	 top	 of	
as comfortably as we do and to 
remember that not everyone has 
the	 ability	 to	 go	 out	 on	 Black	
Friday and buy a new flat-
screen TV.
 So, I am not saying not to 
go	out	on	Black	Friday	and	buy	
yourself something nice if you 
would like to, but what I am 
saying	is	not	to	lose	sight	of	what	
is	 actually	 valuable	 in	 your	 life.	
When it comes down to it, what 
is more important: having dinner 
with your entire family for the 
first time in months or camping 
outside	of	Best	Buy?
Customers are begging for certain electronics on the biggest shopping day of  the year: 
Black Friday.
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Taxation
Human Resource
Management
Marketing Leadership
AccountingFinance
Sport and Recreation
Management
Public Administration
International Business
Real Estate Development
MBA
Business Administration
Economics
Management
Entrepreneurship
Whether you want to build your own business or climb the corporate ladder, a graduate degree from the 
Huizenga School will give you the knowledge, insights and skills you need to succeed. With 10 master’s 
programs along with various certificates and specializations, NSU has the business degree you need to move 
ahead. And with flexible class schedules you are able to earn your degree in just 18 months. Plus, you’ll learn 
from the distinguished Huizenga faculty who bring their unique perspective and professional experience into 
the classroom for a real-world education that prepares you for today’s business challenges. 
Prepare for your future with an MBA from NSU.
Curtis
MBA Student
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